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January

1 New Year’s Day Parish office
closed
5 Finance Committee Meeting
5:30PM
7 St. Clare’s Guild Mtg. Noon
8-9 Vestry Planning Conference
at Kanuga
18 Parish office closed in
observance of Martin Luther
King, Jr. ‘s birthday
19 Grillers and Chillers 7PM
(Men’s Fellowship)
23 Installation of bishop-elect
Scott Benhase Savannah GA
30 Women’s Retreat 8:30-4:00

February

2 Finance Comm. Mtg. 5:30PM
4 St. Clare’s Guild Mtg. Noon
4-6 Diocesan Convention in
Savannah, GA
7 50th Anniversary Appreciation
Luncheon
8 Vestry Mtg. 6:30PM
15 Parish office closed in
observance of
President’s Day
16 Mardi Gras
24 Lenten Series 6PM
28 Evensong

March

2 Finance Comm. Mtg. 5:30PM
3 Lenten Series 6PM

4 St. Clare’s Guild Mtg. Noon

8 Vestry Mtg. 6:30PM

10 Lenten Series 6PM

17 Lenten Series 6PM

24 Lenten Series 6PM

December 2009- January 2010

From Deacon Faye Forbes.

Advent is here and we are in the season of preparation for the
celebration of the birth of Jesus. In the churches of the West, it is
the beginning of the ecclesiastical year commencing on the Sun-
day closest to St. Andrew’s day, November 30. The name Advent
derives from “adventus,” which is Latin for “coming,” and the
season’s origins appear to lie early in the fourth century. A peni-
tential period early on, Advent eventually became a shorter and
more festive time of anticipation. By the 13th century, it was a
four-week fast with weddings, games, and feasting forbidden, but
these restrictions were abolished, and the Advent season is now
one of reflection and spiritual preparation followed by the festive
joy of the Twelve Days of Christmas.

I am struck by the continuing universality of devotion down
through the centuries to remembering the occasion of Christ’s
birth. We and millions of Christians all over the world stop to re-
member in our own way, and once again it is Christmas time on
planet Earth.

Christmas is the world’s most popular holiday, celebrated on
every continent by increasing numbers of people of other faiths
and folk with no religious faith at all. In the Czech Republic, a
child gazes at a carp in her bathtub. In New Zealand, a family
barbecues on the beach. In Denmark they light a candle. In Mex-
ico they stroll behind a young couple searching for a place to stay.
In Austria costumed figures drive away demons with brooms. In
Canada warmly dressed singers trudge door to door through the
snow. In Japan reservations are made at an elegant restaurant. In
China families fill a cathedral.

When I think of Christmas here at St. Augustine’s, many
beautiful images come to mind: Our magnificent altar with tiny
white twinkling lights adorning live evergreen trees, brass can-
dleholders gleaming and brilliant red poinsettias. The voices of
children acting out the birth story in their Wise Men and sheep
costumes, the tiniest children wandering down the center aisle
with their angel wings slightly askew. Familiar faces at the
Christmas eve service. Meeting visiting relatives so welcome in
our church. Our choir and organ sending the familiar, much-loved
hymns of the season throughout the candlelit church. Sights and
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sounds and remembering. Remembering
those who no longer celebrate here on Earth.

But mostly | feel the intangible spirit in
the air when the world slows ever so briefly
on a cold, late December night to bow be-
fore the omnipotent Son of God who is so
tiny lying among the farm animals, model-
ing for us humility, innocence, and depen-
dence on His creator.

What is the spirit of Christmas? It’s the
love of the infant Jesus embodied in each of
us and shared with all, just as He shared his
love with each of us, not beginning with that
star struck night over two centuries ago, but
much earlier from the path divinely ordained
by the infinite mind of God.

Remember what it’s really about as you
experience this beautiful season. May the
love of the infant Jesus bless each of you.

FayeForbes

PARISH BUSINESS

Vestry Elections, Dec. 6

We will elect three new Vestry members
and hear reports on the state of our parish
and search for a new rector, Sunday, Dec. 6,
in the parish hall immediately following the
10:30 service. No Vestry nominations will
be accepted from the floor.

Vestry nominees are: Robert Fields, Ri-
chard Lewis, John Neal, Caitlin Parker,
Bobby Wideman, and Susan Yarborough.
Bios of each nominee will appear in the De-
cember 6" bulletin.

Rector Search Committee Report

The search committee met Nov. 10 with
Canon Rick Callaway. We are now receiv-
ing and reviewing applications, and formu-
lating questions for interviews. This is an
exciting time because real, live applicants
are responding to our search! We will re-

ceive and review applications through mid-
December. If you would like to suggest a
name, please contact the person first. If they
are interested, have them contact me at joy-
long@comcast.net or

Joyce Long

St. Augustine’s Search Committee

4708 Brookgreen Rd.

Martinez, GA 30907
Please pray for our parish, the search com-
mittee, and for those who may feel that they
are being led to respond to us.

Joyce Long, Chair

November Vestry Summary

The Vestry met Nov. 9 to discuss/take
the following action:

e Stewardship Chair David Simmons: The
Stewardship campaign has received pledges
for about half the current budget.

e Search Committee Chair Joyce Long:
About 20 inquiries were screened to match
our parish profile. These candidates were
presented to the Search Committee Nov. 10.

e Nominations Chair Pat Burau: Parishion-
ers were invited during services and through
the newsletter to nominate persons for ve-
stry. It was recommended that no nomi-
nations be taken from the floor at the annual
parish meeting. Recommendation passed.

e Junior Warden Charlie Bragg: The vestry
continues to explore options for repairing
the bells.

e Reviewed the 2009 goals and identified
several to carry forward.

Accepted the recommendation of Lillian
Thomas to organize a ministry of hospitality
to plan, set up, and clean up after receptions.
This responsibility was assigned to Junior
Warden Charlie Bragg.

A copy of the minutes is available on
request from the clerk, Nancy Moak.
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Consecration of the
Tenth Bishop of Georgia
January 23, 2010
11 a.m.

Savannah International Trade &
Convention Center
Hutchinson Island, Savannah
Reception following liturgy

Vestry To Attend Kanuga Conference

The 2010 Vestry of St. Augustine’s will
attend a vestry conference Jan. 8-10, at Ka-
nuga Episcopal Conference Center, Hender-
sonville, NC. The conference aims to streng-
then and equip parish leaders for the unique
realities of leadership in the 21% century
church. Its focus is building the unique tal-
ents that vestries have collectively and indi-
vidually. With their expertise and passion
for healthy congregational life, conference
leaders will help vestries build competency
and fan the flames of their desire to offer
their best to God.

Principle presenter Rev. Reggie McNeal,
missional leadership director for Leadership
Network of Dallas, has 10+ years experience
as a denominational executive and leader-
ship coach and 20+ years in congregational
leadership. His books include Revolution in
Leadership, A Work of the Heart: Unde
standing How God Shapes Spiritladad-
ers, The Present Future, Practicing Gtea
nessand Get A Life!

Our vestry begins each new year with a
weekend planning conference. This year,
away from distractions, they will work from
a new perspective and learn from other ve-
stries and conference staff. Time is set aside
for each vestry to focus on its particular
planning and reflection needs.

Please pray for our vestry as they grow
spiritually and seek to know and follow
God’s plan for our parish.

THE AUGUSTA
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ANTIQUE SHOW

Sell Ads, Win a Prize!
First, save this date: April 29-May 2, 2010.
Next, think about selling ads for the Augusta
Antique Show. For each paid ad, the seller
will receive a ticket to win a beautiful piece
of furniture to be awarded as a door prize at
the show. A quarter-page paid ad earns one
ticket, a half-page earns two tickets, and a
full-page earns four. Forms for the sale and
invoicing of ads will be available in the
church library starting December 6. We
need everyone to sell at least one ad for in-
clusion in the program so that we can reach
our goal for the church! Program advertisers
also remain on the show website for a full
year. For information, contact Antique Show
Committee chair, Pat Burau through the
church office.

Hospitality Committee Forming

We often forget how much our commu-
nity’s spirit depends on someone’s willing-
ness to move furniture and do the dishes.
Our parish has been truly blessed by the ge-
nerous, faithful service of St. Clare’s Guild.
For years, the guild has organized and sup-
plied our lovely church receptions and tasty
potlucks, coming early and staying late to
make them a success. Now, guild members,
whose average age is 75, reluctantly admit
that the heavy lifting and hours of standing
are too much for them. Time for younger,
spryer members to join in.

Serving on a set-up or clean-up crew for
church events is a good way to get to know
others and deepen your connection to our
spiritual community. Please join our new
Hospitality Committee by contacting the
church office



WORSHIP & SPIRITUALITY

Advent and Christmas Events

SA, Dec. 12

W, Dec. 16

SA, Dec. 19

SU, Dec. 20

TR, Dec. 24

Advent Quiet Day
8:30 AM -1:30 PM

Choir Sing-A-Long
Carols & Covered Dish
6:30 PM, Parish Hall

Christmas Pageant Practice
11:30 AM, with Lunch

Christmas Pageant
10:30 AM Church Service

Christmas Eve Services
4:00 PM
10:30 PM, Choral Eucharist

APVENT

Quiet Day

Sr. Ellen Francis and Sr. Ellen Stephen,
Order of St. Helena, have just returned from
three weeks of study and meditation on the
life of Jesus and the meaning of the Gospel
in these turbulent times. Please join them as
they lead reflections on the Holy Land, Sat-
urday, Dec. 12, 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM. There
is a sign up sheet in St. David’s Hall or call
the church office.

Christmas Pageant

This year’s Christmas pageant will be Sun-
day, Dec. 20 (Advent 4), at the 10:30 AM
service. The pageant is a great opportunity
to learn and teach the Greatest Story Ever
Told and proclaim the true meaning of
Christmas. The pageant has parts for child-
ren and teenagers of all ages. We also need
adults to help the younger children and help
with the production. If you have grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews, cousins, friends who
would like to be in the pageant, sign them
up. Rehearsal will be Saturday, December
19, at 11:30 AM. Lunch will be provided
while costumes are being assigned. Sign-up
sheets are on the bulletin board in St. Da-
vid’s Hall. If you have any questions, please
see Linda Sigg or call the church office.

Recipes for Life
Womenos ,Baa.B0r eat

On Saturday January 30", 2010, St. Au-
gustine’s will host its 2" annual women’s
retreat, “Recipes for Life: Feasting on God’s
Grace.” The retreat is a unique opportunity
for women of all ages to take a moment
from their hectic lives for themselves. On
this day we will serve up a tasty variety of
creative gifts of faith. “How sweet are your
words to my taste” (Psalm 119:103 NIV)
sets the table for this theme and the Christ-
centered gifts designed to teach how food
and faith go together. Register early for a
discounted price of $25, after January 1


http://www.stlukesokc.org/woments_retreat

registration cost is $30. A great Christmas
gift for the woman in your life! Register by
calling 706-738-6676 or contact Nancy
Moak at nmm@knology.net.

Adult Christian Education

Sunday, 9:30 AM in the parish hall. For
Advent, The Holy Family: Joseph, Mary,
and the childhood of Jesus, explored through
Scripture, art and music.

EYC: Teen Fellowship
Middle and high school youth, Sunday
evenings, 5-6:30 PM in the youth room.

Canterbury Club for Young Adults
First and third Sundays 7 PM, youth room.
Games, music, and talks about life and faith.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study

At 11 AM in the vestry room, following
the 10 AM healing service in the chapel.
Current study focus: the Old Testament.

PARISH LIFE

Buy 50th Anniversary Ornaments
Have you added our lovely church or-
naments to your Christmas list? A delicate
gold-finished image of the church is $10.
The stained glass sun catcher backed with
blue and pink swirled opalescent stained
glass is $12. They are wonderful keepsakes.
Each comes in a nice gift box. On sale in St.
David’s Hall after the 10:30 Sunday service.

A8 <%
Sing your favorit e Christmas car ols!

Christmas Sing-A-Long Dinner
December 16,6:30 PM
Given by the Parish Choir
with
A Special Visit from Santa!

The choir will sérve ham and turkey.
Please bring side dishes & desserts.
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Christmas Outreach:
Secret Santa to Kids In Need

This year our parish will play Secret
Santa for 30 children in foster care through
Richmond County Department of Family
and Children’s Services.

According to Program Associate Terri
Green, DFCS currently has about 300 child-
ren in foster care, ranging from newborn in-
fants to age 18. The lucky ones will get out
of care as soon as a parent finds a stable liv-
ing situation or takes real steps toward so-
briety from drug or alcohol abuse. Too many
will remain wards of the state until they are
adults.

“These kids have gone through so much
that many no longer believe in anything or
anybody. All they want is a little happiness,”
Ms. Green said. Please help them forget
their pain and their circumstances for a little
while on Christmas Day.

Children were encouraged to make wish
lists of three or four items worth no more
than $50-$75 total. They know that if they
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asked for bicycles, they should expect no
other toys or gifts, and that they may not re-
ceive exactly the gifts they asked for.

Many kids were taken into care with
nothing but the clothing on their backs. They
need clothes, personal care items, and school
supplies, as well as their wished-for toys.
Books, coloring books, markers, and
crayons are welcome, as are festive contain-
ers of holiday treats. But no DVDs, video
games, knives, or BB guns, please.

Gift cards and cash donations are ac-
cepted. The children’s case managers will
shop for them. DFCS can also use gifts of
canned goods, personal care items, soap,
wipes, feminine hygiene products, disposa-
ble diapers, infant formula, and baby food
for distribution to families who are taking
children into care.

Pat Burau and Jean Embry are co-chairs
of this effort. Deacon John Warner is our
liaison with DFCS. Information about the
children will be posted in St. David’s Hall.

Please do not wrap gifts. This will pre-
vent accidents and assure that the children
receive age-appropriate items. To protect the
children, all gifts must be given and received
anonymously. Please deliver gifts to the
church by Monday, Dec. 14. DFCS will
pick them up and distribute them to the fos-
ter families.

Financial Peace U. Begins Jan. 14
Your son has grown two inches and

needs new clothes, your daughter needs
braces, and your car needs a new transmis-
sion. Sound familiar? How are you supposed
to save for your children’s schooling and
pledge to the church when your paycheck
barely gets your family through the month?

Find answers at Dave Ramsey’s Financial
Peace University. Evangelist and money ad-
visor Dave Ramsey teaches Christians how
to pay off debt, save for the future, and sup-
port their church. His 13-week video curri-
culum uses the Bible, humor, and solid fi-
nancial advice to help you re-set your
priorities, pay off your debts, save, and build
community with others. The course com-
bines Dave’s video teaching with small
group discussion led by volunteer coordina-
tors. The average family taking this course
reduces its debt by $5,300 and saves $2,900
in just 91 days. Course cost: $99 per couple.
Classes: Thursdays, 7 PM, Jan. 14 through
April 15. For information, contact Bob
Moak through the church office.
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Volunteer for Our

Church Appreciation Luncheon
Help address invitations, set up, clean
up, and/or arrange flowers for the church
appreciation luncheon, Sunday, February 7,
2010. We also need help with the reception
following the 10:30 service that day. Con-
tact Lillian Thomas, (706) 738-7440.

Men + Food = Fellowship

A simple equation. Grillers and Chillers
men’s fellowship meets on the 3d Tuesday
of each month at 6:30 PM. For info, contact
Gary Jones or Bob Moak

Thank You from St

St. Clare’s Guild’s Nov. 22 bake sale netted
$614 for our parish and local outreach min-
istries. Thanks to everyone who bought a pie
or cake and everyone who baked.

Cl
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| t Almost Here !

2010 is the 50™ anniversary of St. Augus-
tine’s, and we intend to spend the whole year
celebrating. Our 50" anniversary events are
scheduled close to the feast days of the saints
special to our parish: our patron Augustine of
Canterbury, Brigid of Ireland, David of Wales,
and Clare of Assisi. Our church and its facilities
and our Episcopal Church Women’s group are
named for these saints who were famed for their
compassion, their service to others, and their
dedication to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Sun, Feb. 7: Appreciation Luncheon

It’s a family reunion! We are blessed to have
so many of our founding members still with us.
Join us to honor them and others who have
served our church in love and faithfulness over
five decades. Share stories of our life together
with old and new members. Visit with former
clergy, their families, and members who have
held us in their hearts for many years, though
they have moved away. Come to the reception
immediately after the 10:30 service, and take a
moment to visit St. Brigid’s Chapel. Then at
1:30 PM meet us for lunch at the River Room,
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. Rev. Joe Bowden
will be master of ceremonies. Cost is $25 per
person, 12 and up; $10, children 4 to 12; and
free, children under 3. Tickets go on sale Dec.
13. Give some for Christmas.

Sun, Feb. 28: Evensong and Reception

St. David’s Hall, where our children learn
about Jesus, the choir practices, the vestry deli-
berates, and we meet for coffee after worship is
central to our parish life. What better way to
mark its dedication and our life together than
with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving at a special
evensong followed by fellowship in the parish
hall.

Sun, May 16: Intergenerational Service
for Church Naming and Dedication. Our
beautiful church is named for St. Augustine of
Canterbury, who in the sixth century brought
Christianity to England again after it was nearly
stamped out by invasions of pagan marauders.
The architecture and stained glass windows of
our nave have been designed to recall that faith-
filled time in a modern key, and bring us closer
to God. Together children, youth, and adults of
the parish will give thanks for our patron and our
founders in a service rededicating the church and
us to Our Lord’s service.

Sun, May 9: The Augusta Collegium
Musicum Mot herds Day
A living saint to each of us is our mother! Plan
now to enjoy the afternoon concert with your
mother or the special women in your life. Un-
der the leadership of William "Bill" Toole, this
group of dedicated musicians performs through-
out the CSRA and the southeast. Our own Eu-
genia Toole Glover is pianist for the performers.
We are pleased to welcome them to St. Augus-
tine’s as they perform this special concert for us.
A reception is planned after the concert.

Sun, Aug. 15: Creative Impressions
St. Clare of Assisi, follower of St. Francis, was
renowned for her devotion to serving the poor
and for making altar cloths and corporals. St.
Clare represents our ministry to all in need in the
church and outside it. Our youth, who are grow-
ing in service to Christ, will lead our commemo-
ration of ministry and St. Clare by sponsoring a
performance by Creative Impressions, a group of
under-privileged children from the CSRA
trained by Evelyn Ellis. Creative Impressions
has won raves everywhere it’s been.

Tues, Nov. 2: Dinner Dance, The Boat
House. It’s a party! Remember the wedding at
Cana. God wants us to serve him, but also to
take delight in his world and his people. Come
dance the night away with a catered dinner and
live music, and a lovely view of the river. Come
enjoy yourself and all your church friends as we
celebrate 50 years together and the prospect of
many more.

More information about our 50" anniversary
events will be available in future newsletters and
bulletins and on our website: www.st-
augustines.org

Conc e



The Bulletin Board

Thanks to ...Estelle Dicks, Marian Hatcher, Maggie Lewis, and Marilyn Reif
for their help with the November newsletteré Our Christian sympathy is ex-
tended to...Celeste Ray on the death of her cousin, Betty Redwine...Lillian and
Walter Thomas on the death of her uncle, Haskel Wertzé Our prayers are with
our military stationed abroad. . . especially Cory General in Iraq and Craig

Linderman; and at home...Joe and Jennifer Venghaus, at Ft. Bragg; Matthew
Hartley, Jon Garrick at Ft. Gordon.

Deadline to submit information for publication in the February newsletter is January 18, 2010..

Email Addresses for St. Augustine’s

Nancy Moak nmm@knology.net
Carolyn Gaynor chg@knology.net General staec@knology.net

THE VESTRY
Senior Warden Gary Jones: Junior Warden Charlie Bragg,
Sean Brady, Pat Burau, Mike Gaynor,  Henry Harris, Joyce Long,
Bill Macuch, Diane Sheffield, Ray Sigg, David Simmons, Lillian Thomas
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