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December

3 St. Cl are’ s

6 Annual Parish Mtg.

8 Finance Comm. Mtg. 5:30PM

12 Advent Quiet Day 8:30-1:30

14 Vestry Mtg. 6:30PM

15 Grillers and Chillers 7PM
(Men’ s Fell owshi

16 Choir Sing-a-long 6:30PM

19 Pageant rehearsal 11AM

20 Advent 4 Childr
10:30AM

24 Christmas Eve service 4PM &
10:30PM

25 Christmas Day parish office
closed

27 Lessons & Carols

Gui |

January

1 New Year ' s
closed

5 Finance Comm. Mtg. 5:30PM

7 St. Clare’s Gui l

Day

8-9 Vestry Planning Conference

at Kanuga
18 Parish office closed in
observance of Martin Luther
King, Jr. ‘s birt
19 Grillers and Chillers 7PM
(Men’ s Fell owshi
23 Installation of bishop-elect
Scott Benhase Savannah GA
30 Women’' s Retgeomat

February

2 Finance Comm. Mtg. 5:30PM

4St . Clare’s Guild

4-6 Diocesan Convention

7 50th Anniversary Appreciation

Luncheon

8 Vestry Mtg. 6:30PM

15 Parish office closed in
observance of Pr
Day

16 Mardi Gras

24 Lenten Series 6PM

28 Evensong

November 2009

Thanksgiving Blessings Abound at St. Augustined s

Thanksgiving is such a wonderful holiday! A perfect time to
stop and reflect on the many blessings of our lives and express
appreciation forallwehave. Her e at St . hateugu
much to be thankful for. Our parish family abounds with love and
many opportunities to share our love for our Lord and Savior with
our community and world neighbors, and to show our love for
each other.

I recently asked several of our parishioners, from the newly
confirmed to members faithfully attending for more than thirty
years, to tell me what drewthemto St . A u gMost taid n e
they came for that first visit because they were invited by a friend,
but they stayed because they felt welcomed individually and as
families by the clergy and membership. One newly confirmed
member found us on a website site that identified our church as
closet o hi s h o me ncelmgat bere, hlaewsnda n-,
nutes | wouldomitrag .too Tmh thri arh
on Sunday morning is the most peaceful time of his week.

These members identified the beauty of the liturgy and music
and the quietness of entering the church and kneeling in prayer as
reasons they love being Episcopalian. One younger member ad-
mitted church hopping while a college student in Athens, but felt
her heart was always more spiritually filled by the intimacy the
Episcopal liturgypr ovi de s, especially
Several stated they love our theology based on scripture, reason,
and tradition. All of those | talked to stated they are fed spiritually
by our services, especially by the opportunity to receive Holy Eu-
charist in Christian community every week. All feel nourished by
the sense of family within our church.

One longtime parishionerd escr i bes St . Al
second home. She said that on 9/11, she went to church almost
immediately because she needed the presence and comfort of oth-
ers in her church family who might also be there.

Our members are especially thankful for the variety of minis-
tries through which they have the opportunity to help us fulfill our
mission as a church. Service to others feeds our members spiri-
tually whether working with young people in Sunday school,
youth
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group, or acolyte training, altar guild, lay
ministry, vestry, hosting various activities
and functions( Chr i smon tr ee|
programs, the garden) or a variety of out-
reach projects (food
Table). They cherish such opportunities and
feel our efforts demo

Nominations for Vestry
Four new vestry persons will be elected
atColr anhudl pargsinfeeding to be held the
first Sunday in December.
P aservice oh th@\VRskty ista Bo€atiofka s t e r
minist ry in the parish |
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3 _ Iife
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One says he feels blessed to be part of a pa-
rish family that is humble, intellectually
gifted, generous and selfless.

One member sees his service as an advi-
sor with the Dave Ramsey Financial Peace
program as an introduction to a different
kind of ministry. He values helping people
arrange their long-term finances so that they
can change their lives and receive the bless-
ings of increased giving to their church and

office. The vestry calls our rector, appoints
our diocesan convention delegates, oversees
our parish finances, buildings, and grounds,
plans for our future, and helps to guide us in
Godos. wor Kk
Each member of the vestry must:

e Be amember in good standing* (defined
as
good cause prevented, and have been faith-
ful in working, praying, and giving for the

Afait hf ulshipjunlessdoor por at

others. Another stated that he loves serving a spread of the Kingdom of
church that has given so much to him. And 12 months and agree to serve in accordance
another whose family is nurtured at St. Au- with the By-Laws of the Parish.
gustineds believes qug B&ledgifighenter &f bur pHich@ny and
flourish as we all work together. committed to the principle of, and working
_ Our community is inclusive and empha- toward, tithing as the standard of Christian
sizes living the Gospel message at all times, giving to God and his Church.
even in times that are not easy or fun. We e Attend the annual vestry planning confe-
are blessed to be filled with the Holy Spirit rence scheduled for January 8-10, 2010, at
who has blended our diversity like a beauti- the Kanuga Conference Center in Hender-
ful tapestry as we seek to love, serve, and sonville. NC.
celebrate Our Lord. Our blessings abound! « Attend vestry meetings regularly. Three
Thanks be to God! consecutive unexcused absences in any ca-
v i1 Christ lendar year shall constitute an ipso facto res-
NOl:]rS Irl]\/l rlls ' ignation from the vestry.
ancy Moa e Be at least 18 years of age at the time of
the annual parish meeting.
e Attend and support parish functions and
PARISH BUSINESS speci al events at St. Au

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting is a good
opportunity to learn more about us. Hear
reports on our parish finances, accomplish-
ments, and search for a new rector, plus
elect new vestry members, Sunday, Dec. 6,
in the parish hall immediately following the

10:30 service.

e Serve on committees and assist with the
Stewardship program.

The nominating committee invites any
member of the congregation in good stand-
ing* to recommend an individual to serve on
the vestry. If you wish to nominate someone
for election, please discuss it with them in
advance and be sure he or she is willing to
subscribe to the commitment and require-
ments.



Nomination forms are available from the charist Saturday, Dec. 5, at Honey Creek
church office and on the bulletin board in St. Conference Center, followed by a special
D a v iHdllb $he nominee and nominator picnic. Make reservations and see other de-
should both sign the form and return the tails including a dinner menu at:
form to the parish office or a member of the http://georgia.anglican.org/special_events/re
nominating committee no later than Sunday, tirement.html.

November 8, 2009.

If you have questions about vestry ser-
vice and vestry nominations and elections,
please contact any member of the nominat- WORSHIP & SPIRITUALITY
ing committee: Pat Burau, Henry Harris, Di-
ane Sheffield, or David Simmons.

Election of new vestry members will
be held at the annual parish meeting, Sun-
day, Dec. 6, following the 10:30 service.

Pat Burau, Nominations Chair V'E)TE$ANS

Service
Wednesday, November 11, 6 PM

We will honor the service and pray for
the spiritual and physical health and safety
of all our veterans, especially those now
e Accepted the St ewapl dsaeningiplraahdafghardstan, Wekdnasn

to complete the campaign by Dec. 1 day, Nov. 11 at 6 p.m.

e Approved the parish profile presented by
the Search Committee, subject to ap-
proval by the consultant and diocese.
The profile will be posted on the website
and used to recruit a new rector.

e Appointed the nominating committee to
seek candidates to serve on the vestry ARG

e ApprovedSr . EI'l en Fn-anjci Advent Quiet Day
dation to hold the 2010 vestry planning
conference at Kanuga, Jan. 8-10.

October Vestry Summary

The vestry took the following actions at
its October 12™ meeting:

Advent is a time for reflection in prepa-
ration for the great gift God gave us in the

For a copy of the minutes, contact Nancy birth of Jesus. Sr. Ellen Francis and Sr. Ellen
Moak, Clerk of the Vestry. Stephen, Order of St. Helena, will lead our
reflections on the Holy Land, Saturday, Dec.
12, 8:30 AM T 1:30 PM. Sign up sheet in St.

Bi shop Louttitods baviddés Hall or call the

Our diocese will celebrate the ministry
of Bishop Henry I. Louttit with a retirement E— -
dinner, Friday, Dec. 4, at Jekyll Island Con- Adult Christian Education
vention Center, Brunswick. Dinner reserva- Each Sunday, 9:30 AM in the parish
tions must be made by Monday, Nov. 23. hall. November: Luke and Acts. December:

Bishop Louttit will celebrate the Holy Eu- focus: The Holy Family, with art and music.



http://georgia.anglican.org/special_events/retirement.html
http://georgia.anglican.org/special_events/retirement.html
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Advent and Christmas Events

SA, Dec. 14 Advent Quiet Day
8:30 AM -1:30 PM
W, Dec. 16  Choir Sing-A-Long
Carols & Covered Dish
6:30 PM, Parish Hall
SA,Dec.19 Chi | d rlay Rractdce P
11:30 AM
SU, Dec. 20 Chi | d rGhmstimss Play
10:30 AM Church Service
TR, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services
4:30 PM, Without music
10:30 PM, Choral Eucharist
Feast on Godobs
AtOurWomenodés Retre

On Saturday January 30™, 2010, St. Au-

gust i neodis2™aininlu ah o wto 1

retreat, N RFeecai spteisn gf 0

Gr a c eeretveat iF daunique opportunity
for women of all ages to take a moment
from their hectic lives for themselves. On
this day we will serve up a tasty variety of

creati ve

wor ds

gi fts of

to my tasteo

sets the table for this theme and the Christ-
centered gifts designed to teach how food
and faith go together. Reqister early for a
discounted price of $25, after January 1
registration cost is $30. A great Christmas
gift for the woman in your life! Childcare, if
requested by December 1%, is included in
cost. Register by contacting Nancy Moak at
nmm@knology.net or by calling 706-738-
6676.

A Thanksgiving Message in Our
Stained Glass Windows

The puzzling graphic above shows a
knife cutting a loaf of bread and two slices
of bread marked with the cross that
represent communion wafers. This image
can be found the lower portion of Mary, one
of the lancet windows, the tall, thin stained
glass windows in the narthex of St. Augus-
tineds.

Each Sunday we begin the service of the
Holy Eucharist with the Great Thanksgiving
(BCP 361), lifting our hearts to the Lord and
declaring the rightness of giving him thanks
and praise. After receiving the bread and
wine, we thank God again for feeding us

Girtghc &t he spiritual
a Eéoc,iy an_deIaoqlof your§qg our Savior Jesus
hristo and we a®éo

the work you have given us to do, to love
N e ghdds&rve you as faithful witnesses of Christ
orno LG of dgdosr d . o
The baffling graphic represents feeding
the hungry. Our narthex windows also de-
pict images of a pitcher, a bottle of oil, open
doors, a coat, and broken shackles. Together
I thdde- imadbdtedeito Natthene2s:31-36! ire

f a
(
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http://www.stlukesokc.org/woments_retreat
http://www.stlukesokc.org/woments_retreat
mailto:nmm@knology.net

expects of us in loving and faithful service:
feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,
welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care
for the sick, and visit the prisoner. As we
enter and leave the church each Sunday, we
walk past these images of the work we are
sent out to do.

Il n Matthew 25: 40,
did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it for me. 0
But what we may not always recall is that
Christ knew what it was to be hungry, thirs-
ty, a stranger, a prisoner, and naked. He was
willing to experiengcg
purpose for him and
they may have life and have itabund a nt |
(John 10:10b). Our God knows what we
need because he himself experienced need,
pain, and loss. In the Eucharist, he welcomes
us to his family. He feeds us, quenches our
thirst, heals our infirmities, frees us from the
prison of sin, and clothes us in new life.

As we give thanks for our many bless-
ings on our national holiday of Thanksgiv-
ing, let us remember to give thanks for our
Savior, who truly knows our human needs.
Let us praise God for his greatest gift to us,
Christ and our life in community with him.

EYC: Teen Fellowship

Middle and high school youth, Sunday
evenings, 5-6:30 PM in the youth room.

Canterbury Club for Young Adults
First and third Sundays 7 PM, youth room.
Games, music, and talks about life and faith.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study

At 11 AM in the vestry room, following
the 10 AM healing service in the chapel.
Current study focus: the Old Testament.
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Chrpngt agsays

to encourage all parents in our church com-
munity to make an extra effort to support
our Sunday School program by getting your
kids to church in time to attend classes on
Sunday morning. Classes start at 9:30 am.

eTAls 18I

ffofmatibhand the'blograf & SXé&ellert. Fra

O teachers are volunteers and they spend time
each week preparing for classes and do a
great job leading the classes.

One of the things that came out in our
parish survey was that we would like to at-
tract more young families with children. The
way | see it, the more our current members
with Sunday School age kids support the
program, the easier it will be to attract the
families that we desire. | also see it as our
Christian responsibility to educate our child-
ren in the sacraments, liturgy, and Bible. |
urge you to put forth a special effort to make
sure your children are participating in Sun-
day School each Sunday. In the long run it
will help form good church attendance ha-
bits, and hopefully instill a sense of respon-
sibility to continue this type of education
and church attendance when they grow up
and have kids.

John Neal

All Saints Day, Nov. 1

Join us as we celebrate the communion of
saints at this great feast of the church, Sun-
day, Nov. 1, at our 10:30 service. We will
give thanks and praise for all believers who
lived and died in the Lord from the Apostles
to the present day, and we will pray for all
believers striving to join their company.

d r e nEdscati@nh r |
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PARISH LIFE N e\ R
X T\ A .
Hang with the Guys

Just guys plus good food. Our Grillers
and Chil | er s |Mwshipneets the3d

Altar Guild Dinner, Mon., Nov. 2 Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM. For in-
fo, contact Gary Jones or Bob Moak

Altar guild annual meeting and potluck,
Monday, Nov. 2, 6:30 PM in the parish hall.
Please bring a covered dish to share.

Holiday Goodies from
St . Clareods Guil o

50th Annlversary Ornaments Sale Just in time for the hOIidayS, an easy,
tasty way to help others and get out of the

Feolie Lo 1 Kitchen sooner: Buy your holiday sweets at

T h ey 0 ratdast!Beautitul gold- St. Clareds Guil@oés annu
finished ornaments as keepsakes to honor day, Nov. 22, after the 10:30 service.
our 50" anniversary. A simple gold cutout Mouth-watering cookies, cakes, pies, can-
of our church _Wlth its name and dates is $10. dies and jams, all homemade, well-priced,
The same design as a sun catcher backed by and ready to go, onto your table or into the
hand-swirled, opalescent blue stained glass freezer. Proceeds benefit our parish minis-
is $12. Each comes in a nice gift box. Bring tries plus local and national charities.
your checkbook, Sunday, Nov. 1, to St. Da-
vidodébs Hall aftremrmnfot-heg 10: 30 service.
mation, contact Lillian Thomas through the November
church office.

LOTHING
RIV
Coats, Sweaters and
Parish Golf Tournament, Nov. 14 The temper atTime®wds dropp

Swing into action, exercise, and good clean out your closet and bring us those
fellowshipat St . Augusti ng 6CsO atnsn udand gsowefat ercs you d
tournament, Saturday, Nov. 14, Applewood nate them to ®PChgmstads F
Golf Course, 6130 Story Mill Rd., Keys- nity Center, a day program for mentally ill
ville, GA. $50 per person includes golf fees, adults. And men, bring us your older shoes
range balls, cart and lunch. Registration: for Augusta Rescue Missiond s nigtny to
7:30 AM; Start: 9 AM. Four-person Cap- homeless men. Please bring items only for
t ai n 63ign yp at thekchurch or call adults, clean and in good repair. For info,

Mike Gaynor, (706) 651-0920. contact Deacon John Warner.
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Adopt a Family

Christmas Outreach

Your holiday gift list may be shorter in
these tough economic times, but many
people will have no list at all. This Christ-
mas we plan to give five families Christmas
dinner and presents. Please see the Decem-
ber newsletter for further details.

oo aiie
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Mardi Gras Boss Needed!
Youdon ot have to buil

an energetic volunteer to chair our 2010

Mardi Gras party, to recruit cooks, decora-
tors, and set-up and clean-up crews. Think
color, music, low country boil, and family
fun!MardiGr as is Febr war
er too soon to plan a good party. Contact
Nancy Moak at (706) 738-6676.
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Pre-Order Gracious Light

Gracious Light: The Windows of Stu-A
g u s t bypaesbiaers Susan Yarborough
and Celeste Ray explainsSt . Augus|
stained glass windows. It includes full color
photos and diagrams with detailed explana-
tions to show how the symbolism of each
window is related to Holy Scripture, the
Creeds, and The Book of Common Prayer.
Gracious Lighthows how our windows are
related to our faith and worship. Cost per
copy is $25. To pre-order, sign the sheet in
the narthex and put your check in the alms

y
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bowl or mail it to the church office. Please
put AWIi ndows Booko i
your check. For more information, call or

email the church office.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Church Appreciation Luncheon

February 7, 2010

Celebrate our parish and the people who
have loved and served it over five decades,
Sunday, February 7, 2010, 1:30 p.m. at the
Ri ver
Our master of ceremonies will be Rev. Joe
Bdywdén! COsBist$25 peBpdréon, ¥2 @nd up;e € d
$10, children 4 to 12; and free to children
under 3. Tickets will be on sale in mid-
December. Give some as Christmas

presents!

16, but itds ne

More 50" Anniversary Dates!

Joinusaswe A Comme mor at e
Celebrate the Present, Contemplate the Fu-
t u ratehé following events for our 50" an-
niversary:
Feb. 7
Feb. 28

Appreciation Luncheon
Evensong and Reception
Celebrating
Intergenerational Service
Celebrating Church Naming
And Dedication

St .

Aug. 15 Creative Impressions, ayouth
performance, celebrating St.
Clare

Nov. 2 Dinner Dance, The Boat House

Marks our Church Anniversary
To volunteer, contact the church office
or call Lillian Thomas, (706) 738-7440.
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The Bulletin Board

Thanks to € Estelle Dicks, Lorraine O&uinn and Lillian Thomas for helping with the Sep-
tember newsletteré Our Christian sympathy is extended toé .Walter and Jeannie Reeves on
the death of his father, Walter Reeves, Sré to Jack and Marceline Bennett on the death of his
brother, Larry Bennett....Our prayers are with our military stationed abroad. . . especially

Cory General in Iraq and Craig Linderman; and at homeé Joe and Jennifer Venghaus, at Ft.
Bragg; Matthew Hartley, Jon Garrick at Ft. Gordon.

Congratulations to Sr. Ellen Francis on receiving the Frances Riker Davis Award for public ser-
vice from her high school alma mater, The Brearley School, in Manhattan. The award is given to
an alumna who has show outstanding community leadership and displayed exceptional civic re-
sponsibility in her professional or volunteer pursuits. On Oct. 8 Sr. Ellen Francis gave a talk about
her peace missions to Iran and Afghanistan to 600 middle and upper class students at the school.

Deadline to submit articles for publication in tr;e December/January newsletter is November
15",

Email Addresses for St. Augustine's

Nancy Moak nmm@knology.net
Carolyn Gaynor chg@knology.net General staec@knology.net

THE VESTRY
Senior Warden Gary Jones: Junior Warden Charlie Bragg,
Sean Brady, Pat Burau, Mike Gaynor,  Henry Harris, Joyce Long,
Bill Macuch, Diane Sheffield, Ray Sigg, David Simmons, Lillian Thomas

St. Augustine of Canterbury
Episcopal Church
3321 Wheeler Road
Augusta, GA 30909
(706) 738-6676
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