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November
2 Annual Altar Guild Mtg.
6:30PM
3 Finance Committee Mtg.
5:30PM
5 St. Clare’s Guild Mtg. Noon
9 Vestry Mitg. 6:30PM
11 Veteran’s Day service
6PM Parish office closed
17 Griller’s and Chiller’s 6PM
(Men’s Fellowship)
22 Annual St. Clare’s Guild
Bake Sale
26-27 Parish Office closed
in observance of
Thanksgiving

December

3 St. Clare’s Guild Mtg. Noon

6 Annual Parish Mtg.

8 Finance Comm. Mtg.

5:30PM

12 Advent Quiet Day

14 Vestry Mtg. 6:30PM

16 Choir Sing-a-long 6:30PM

19 Pageant rehearsal

20 Advent 4 Children’s
pageant 10:30AM

24 Christmas Eve service
4PM & 10:30PM

25 Christmas Day parish
office closed

27 Lessons & Carols

January
5 Finance Comm. Mtg.
5:30PM

7 St. Clare’s Guild Mtg. Noon

8-9 Vestry Planning
Conference

23 Installation of new bishop
Savannah GA

30 Women’s Retreat

October 2009

From the Search Committee...

The search for a new rector can be an anxious and exciting
time for a parish. The search committee is a little like the driver
on a tour bus. The driver has to make sure the bus is operating
properly, take the right roads, and get everyone to the destination
safely. But what most travelers (and parishioners) want to know
is, “Are we there yet?”

We’re not there yet, but we have covered a large part of the
journey. There are nine basic stages in the search process. As of
now we are in Stage 5:

Stage 1: Inform the bishop. This was done when Rev. Sim-
mons resigned.

Stage 2: Hire an interim. Sr. Ellen Francis is our interim.

Stage 3: Form a search committee, appoint a chair, and
retain a search consultant. The vestry appointed: Kim Bragg,
David Davidson, Emily Fields, Bob Hatcher, Joyce Long, L.D.
Newman, John Neal, John Nixon, Jane Taylor, and Lillian Tho-
mas. Joyce Long is chair, and The Rev. Canon Rick Callaway,
Diocese of Atlanta, is our very experienced search consultant.

Stage 4: Conduct a self-study. We crafted a survey ques-
tionnaire for parishioners to fill out to determine our member-
ship’s composition, needs, aspirations, and concerns. The survey
was distributed in late April and by June about 40 percent of the
questionnaires had been returned.

Stage 5: Compile a parish profile. This is where we are
now. The survey results have been tabulated and analyzed and the
parish profile drafted. We are editing and polishing the profile so
that it gives the most accurate, informative picture of who we are.
The profile will be submitted to the vestry and to the diocese for
approval. It will then published on our website and sent to the na-
tional Church Deployment Office.

We still have to complete stages 6 through 9.

Stage 6: Produce a candidate profile. We needed a parish
profile to get an idea of what kind of candidate might best serve
our parish. We will use a form from the Church Deployment Of-
fice to produce the candidate profile, which will appear in various
church publications, including The Episcopal Church website.

(Continued on page 2)



Stage 7: Receive names of prospective
rectors. Names of applicants can come to
the search committee from the Church Dep-
loyment Office, the diocesan bishop, mem-
bers of the parish, and applicants them-
selves. As reported to the vestry, we expect
to start receiving the names of applicants in
October.

Stage 8: Interviews. Applications are
reviewed and interviews conducted.

Stage 9: Final selection and calling of
the new rector.

The search committee reports regularly
to the vestry, and we will keep parishioners
informed of progress on the search through
the newsletter.

Although we have some way to go be-
fore calling a new rector, now is not the time
to coast. The interim period need not be a
time of anxious waiting. It can be a time for
our parish to discover new spiritual strengths
and gifts. God is always with us and never
more so than when we are in the midst of
change.

Joyce Long, Chair
Sr. Ellen Francis

PARISH BUSINESS

September Vestry Summary

The vestry took the following actions at

its September 14™ meeting:

e Approved the church service schedule
through December

e Voted to continue the Oktoberfest cele-
bration

e Accepted the Stewardship Chairman’s
recommendation regarding the campaign

e Received Search Committee’s report in-
dicating they will begin accepting rec-
ommendations for the position of rector
in October.

Our New Bishop-Elect

The Rev. Scott Benhase was elected
September 12 as tenth bishop of the Epi-
scopal Diocese of Georgia. Rev. Benhase
(bin-hays), 52, Rector of St. Alban’s Epi-
scopal Church, Washington, D.C., was
elected on the second ballot from a field of
six nominees. He received 76 votes of 146
cast in the lay order and 58 of 103 cast in the
clergy order. Election on that ballot required
74 in the lay order; 53 in the clergy order.

Under the Episcopal Church’s canons
(111.11.4), a majority of bishops exercising
jurisdiction and diocesan Standing Commit-
tees must consent to Benhase’s ordination as
bishop within 120 days of receiving notice
of the election. Providing he receives the
required consents, Benhase will succeed
Georgia’s ninth bishop, Henry 1. Louttit,
who has served the diocese since January
1995. The ordination and consecration is set
for January 23, 2010, at the Savannah Inter-
national Trade and Convention Center.

Rev. Benhase graduated from Virginia
Theological Seminary. He served congrega-
tions in Indiana, North Carolina, Ohio, and
Virginia before being called to St. Alban’s
in 2006. He is married to Kelly Jones Ben-
hase; they have three children, John, 21;
Charley, 18; and Mary Grace, 16. To see his
resume, video presentation, and answers to
the search committee’s questions, go to:
www.georgiabishopsearch.org/category/
nominees-for-bishop/benhase.

The other nominees were: Rev. William
Patrick Gahan, Rev. Frank S. Logue, Very
Rev. Dean C. Taylor, Very Rev. William
Willoughby I11, and Rev. Stephen E. Zim-
merman. The Diocese of Georgia covers the
southern two-thirds of the state of Georgia,
including Savannah, Augusta, Albany,
Thomasville, Valdosta, and Brunswick.



http://www.georgiabishopsearch.org/category/

From the Senior Warden . . .

Sister Ellen Francis, our interim rector,
will be taking a leave of absence from Octo-
ber 5 through November 23. She will return
to the altar on Sunday, November 29.

Sr. Ellen came to us as a supply priest
last November shortly after Rev. Simmons
announced her call to another church. The
vestry soon recognized that our parish was
blessed to have someone with her many gifts
and her experience serving as interim at oth-
er churches. We hired her with the under-
standing that she would be on leave in No-
vember to make a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, for which she had been awarded a
special scholarship.

From the beginning, Sr. Ellen has served
us more as a fulltime rector than an interim.
She has participated in every aspect of our
worship, governance, and life. She saw
clearly what was needed to get us in shape
to call a new rector and has endeavored to
get it done as quickly as possible.

e She led our January vestry planning
retreat, showing us how each vestry
member’s gifts can work with the
gifts of the others to help us accom-
plish our goals.

e She guided the finance committee to
a clear assessment and communica-
tion of our financial situation.

e Her knowledge and experience were
key to development of our new web-
site.

e She started a Newcomers’ Series and
gave spiritual direction to those pre-
senting for confirmation.

e She organized and implemented our
Wednesday night Lenten series.

e She served as a Bible storyteller at
our summer vacation Bible school.

e She updated our LEM customary and
personally conducted new training
for our LEMs.

e She conducted new training for our
altar guild, giving them a better un-
derstanding of the spiritual basis of
their ministry.

e She conducted our Wednesday heal-
ing service and Bible study and led
our Sunday morning adult Christian
education sessions.

e She attended all parish life events
until her illness.

And we have been truly blessed in the
pastoral care Sr. Ellen gives to the sick and
grieving among us, sometimes on a daily
basis. Her gentle, loving manner, firm sense
of direction, and her sermons stressing
God’s love have lifted hearts, enabled us to
see Christ’s image in each other, and at-
tracted new members. She has instilled in us
a better understanding of God’s purpose for
us as individuals and as a parish.

Unfortunately, Sr. Ellen’s leave must be
longer than originally planned because her
determination to do as much as she could for
us and fulfill her many duties to her Order
has taken a toll on her health. Her recent
hospitalization resulted in a chronic infec-
tion that saps her strength. She needs a long
rest to recover.

Please join me in showing Our Lord gra-
titude for the many blessings Sr. Ellen has
brought us. Pray for her recuperation and
safe travel. As we enter a season of
thanksgiving, reflection, and decision-
making about the stewardship of God’s
many gifts to us, |1 hope we will be inspired
by her generous, loving service. We look
forward to welcoming her back, renewed in
body and spirit, to lead us through a spiri-
tually fruitful Advent to a joyous Christmas
of beauty and peace.

Yours in Christ,
Gary



WORSHIP & SPIRITUALITY
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Pumpkin Prayers

Sunday, Oct. 25, as an intergenerational
activity about this season of harvest and
thanksgiving, our children and youth will
create Pumpkin Prayers. As they stencil fac-
es on 5” by 5” pumpkin cards, they will
learn prayers for eyes, ears, nose, and
mouth. The cards will be turned into refrige-
rator magnets to serve as reminders of God’s
many blessings.

EYC: Fun Fellowship for Teens

Melissa Kezer and David Davidson lead
our middle and high school youth every
Sunday evening, 5-6:30 PM. Special activi-
ties planned include a lock-in, trips to the
Haunted Trail and Lights of the South, and a
mission trip for summer 2010. EYC meets
in the youth room downstairs.

Canterbury Club for Young Adults

Canterbury Club Christian fellowship for
20- and 30-somethings meets the first and
third Sunday evenings at 7 PM in the youth
room. Light-hearted and serious conversa-
tions about life and faith, plus movies, board
games, music, and refreshments.

Adult Christian Education

The clergy lead weekly discussions for
adults every Sunday, 9:30 AM in the parish
hall. Sunday, Oct. 4’s discussion will be on
Christianity in the USA today. Oct. 11 to
Nov. 23 will focus on Luke and Acts, the
Scriptural focus of worship for the coming
year.
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Windows Book Preview

Sun., Oct 11, 9:30 AM

The beautiful stained glass windows of
St. Augustine’s are intimately related to our
faith and worship, but their abstract imagery
makes their meaning mysterious and elusive
to most of us. Understanding them involves
learning how to see them. Parishioners Su-
san Yarborough and Celeste Ray have writ-
ten a book about the windows, the product
of nearly two years research into their histo-
ry and interpretation. Gracious Light: The
Windows of St. Augustine’s tells the story of
the windows’ design and construction. It
explains how their complex imagery and
symbolism relate to Holy Scripture, to our
faith as Christians, and to our worship. It
explains how the windows relate to the ar-
chitecture of our church, and what they have
in common with the great cathedral win-
dows of Europe.

The black and white image heading this
article shows the eagle from John, one of the
three stained glass windows in the narthex
of St. Augustine’s. For centuries, the eagle
has been the emblem of St. John the Divine,
the “beloved disciple,” and author of the
Fourth Gospel and the Book of Revelation.
But why is the eagle John’s emblem?

Each of the Four Evangelists — Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John — has his own symbol.
The symbols — winged man, lion, ox, and
eagle — are the four creatures said to be sta-
tioned around the throne of God in Revela-
tion 4:7-8. Matthew’s symbol is a winged
man or angel because his gospel emphasizes
Christ’s humanity. Mark’s is a winged lion
because his gospel begins with the voice of



John the Baptist crying in the wilderness.
Luke’s is a winged ox because the ox is an
animal of sacrifice and Luke’s gospel em-
phasizes Christ’s death as a sacrifice for our
sins. Finally, John’s symbol, the eagle, was
believed to be the only creature that could
look directly at the sun and as John’s gospel
emphasizes “only the Son has seen the Fa-
ther.” But this is not the whole story of the
eagle in the John window. Nor does it ex-
plain why the other Evangelists are not
represented. For that information, you will
have to read the book.

Gracious Light will present detailed ex-
planations of each of the stained glass win-
dows of St. Augustine’s, complete with full
color photos and diagrams showing how
particular elements fit into each window’s
overall design. The imagery of each window
is discussed in terms of pertinent passages in
Scripture, the Nicene Creed, and the Book
of Common Prayer to relate them to the te-
nets of our faith.

Susan and Celeste will give a presenta-
tion about the windows during Adult Chris-
tian Education, Sunday, Oct. 11, 9:30 AM
Please meet in the church where we can ad-
mire the light shining through the windows.
There will be small prize for the person who
can tell us which three windows depict a
serpent. We will also begin taking pre-
orders for Gracious Light. Cost is $25 per
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Wednesday Morning Bible Study

Wednesday mornings, a Holy Eucharist
and healing service is held at 10:00 AM in
the chapel, followed by the Wednesday
morning Bible study group, from 11 AM to
noon, in the Vestry room. Open to everyone,
this Bible study is currently focusing on the
Old Testament.
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EUCHARIST
HIN1 Flu and the Common Cup

With the outbreak of the HIN1 Flu pan-
demic, many people fear that close proximi-
ty to an infected person during church, shar-
ing the peace, and drinking from the
common chalice could expose them to the
HAN1 virus. Although understandable,
these fears are not supported by scientific
evidence, and the low risk can be further
minimized through common sense and good
hand hygiene. The H1N1 virus is transmit-
ted through droplets coughed or sneezed by
an infected person, and droplets on a per-
son’s hands can be transmitted through
touch.

Drinking from the common cup is cen-
tral to our liturgy and symbolizes our Chris-
tian life and identity. Because we do not
normally drink from common vessels, shar-
ing the chalice reminds us that the Eucharist
is not a normal meal, but a foretaste of the
Heavenly Banquet. It also symbolizes our
trust, fellowship, and commitment. Giving
up this practice, even temporarily, would rob
our liturgy of its power and meaning.

Although intinction is used as an alterna-
tive to the common cup, studies indicate that
it may actually increase the risk of infection.
More virus is generally found on fingers
than on lips, so touching the wine or dipping
a wafer handled by an infected person into
the cup could contaminate the wine. Based
on current scientific data and the deep theo-
logical meaning expressed through our litur-
gy, the following guidelines are offered for
our parish. They are derived from standards
established in the Diocese of New York by
the Rt. Rev. Mark S. Sisk and the Rt. Rev.
Catherine S. Roskam.



e Skip church if you have a cold or the flu.

e Ministers and lay persons should wash
their hands with soap and water or use
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer before
entering the church.

e When intinction is preferred, only the
minister should intinct the host.

e If you do not want to receive the wine,
receiving only the bread is a traditional,
accepted alternative. Please remain at
the altar rail and cross your arms over
your chest. The cup-bearer will say the
words of presentation, but you do not
have to take the cup.

Celeste Ray

PARISH LIFE

It’s Spooky To Be Hungry!

It’s Spooky to Be Hungry is here again.
We will collect donations of canned goods
throughout October. All collections go to
Golden Harvest Food Bank. Collection bar-
rels will be located in St. David’s Hall. All
items go to Augusta’s Golden Harvest Food
Bank. Collections have a different theme
each week: Oct. 4, babies; Oct. 11, children;
Oct. 18, teens; Oct. 25, elderly. It’s Spooky
to Be Hungry is an independent all-
volunteer effort dedicated to helping fight
hunger and strengthening our communities.
The need is greater than ever this year, with
unemployment nearing record highs and
people who have never had to ask for help
before turning to food pantries for emergen-
cy help. Since last year, Golden Harvest
Food Bank has experienced a 20 percent rise
in the demand for food. Please join us again

this year as we help to feed the hungry in
keeping with Matthew 25:34-40. For info,
see www.goldenharvest.org or contact
Brenda Green through the church office.

Outreach \ Ministry

Py

Projects for 2009-2010

The economic crisis offers us many op-
portunities to serve others. The projects cho-
sen by the Outreach Committee for 2009-
2010 reflect great needs in our community.
Check the newsletter for information about
each project as the time for it approaches or
call the church office. Contacts are listed
with each project.

October  It’s Spooky to Be Hungry

Brenda Green

November Coats, Sweaters, Men’s Shoes
John Warner

December: Christmas Adopt a Family
Pat Burau

January:  Help for Wounded Military
L. Thomas/David Davidson

February: Friendship Housing
Warner, Burau, Stacy Davis

March: Soup Kitchen
Charlie Bragg/Gary Jones

April: Lenten Dinners
C. Gaynor/D. Davidson
May: Soup Kitchen

Charlie Bragg/Gary Jones

INFO @

Learn More about Us on the Web

See our schedule, calendar, classes, spe-
cial events, ministries, newsletter, and links
to the diocese, national church and more at
http://www.st-augqustines.org/



http://www.goldenharvest.org/
http://www.st-augustines.org/
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Ah, Oktoberfest!

Celebrate autumn the German-American
way with brats and apple strudel at Okto-
berfest, Fri, Oct. 9, 6 PM in the parish hall.
We supply bratwurst and strudel. You bring
favorite sides. Live entertainment with Chris
of Phil Mangelly’s Accordion-Dance Studio.
Can you polka? Sign up in St. David’s Hall,
so we’ll have enough for everyone.

i
Ornament Celebrates Our 50 Years

Beginning late October, we will sell two
oval, gold-finished ornaments as keepsakes
for our 50" anniversary celebration. A sim-
ple gold cutout of our church with its name
and dates is $10. A sun catcher with the
church image backed by hand-swirled, opa-
lescent blue stained glass is $12. A special
hook (extra) turns either into a table orna-
ment. Each comes in a nice gift box. Add
them to your Christmas list. View samples
of similar ornaments from the maker at:
http://www.theornamentcompany.com/

Chill with the Guys

Just a bunch of guys and good food. Our
Grillers and Chillers Men’s Fellowship
meets the 3d Tuesday of each month at 6:30
PM. For info, contact Gary Jones or Bob
Moak.
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Foyer Group Kick Off, Oct. 4

Join a foyer group for food and fellow-
ship! To find out more, bring a dish to share
and meet in the parish hall, Sunday, Oct. 4,
following the 10:30 service. Questions? Call
Judy Booth, (706) 738-4834.

%
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SAVE THE DATE!
Church Appreciation Luncheon

February 7, 2010

Celebrate our parish and the people who
have loved and served it over five decades,
Sunday, February 7, 2010, 1:30 p.m. at the
River Room, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
Our master of ceremonies will be Rev. Joe
Bowden. Cost is $25 per person, 12 and up;
$10, children 4 to 12; and free to children
under 3. More details soon.

More 50" Anniversary Dates!

Please “Commemorate the Past, Cele-
brate the Present, Contemplate the Future”
with us:

Feb. 7 Appreciation Luncheon
Feb.28 Evensong and Reception
Celebrating St. David’s Hall
May 16 Intergenerational Service
Celebrating Church Naming
And Dedication
Aug. 15 Creative Impressions
By St. Clare’s Guild
Nov.2  Dinner Dance, The Boat House
To Mark Church Anniversary
To volunteer, contact the church office
or call Lillian Thomas, (706) 738-7440.


http://www.theornamentcompany.com/
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The Bulletin Board

Thanks to ...Liz Corley, Estelle Dicks, Maggie Lewis, and Harriet Newton for helping with the Sep-
tember newsletter...Tom McCarthy for shopping for the parish kitchen. Congratulations to ... Jon
Garrick, and Christina Williams on their confirmation...to Diane and John Sheffield on the birth of
their granddaughter, Lucy Sheffield, to Tom and Brenda McCarthy on the birth of their granddaughter,
Rylie Elizabeth McCarthy, to Bob Hartley (grandfather) and Matthew and Lisa Hartley on the birth
of their daughter, Andrea Hartley...Our Christian sympathy is extended to....Mary Bragg Williamson,
Charlie and Kim Bragg, Charles and Betty Williamson on the death of North Williamson, to Caitlin
and Shannon Parker on the death of their grandmother, Beverly Johnson, to Nancy and Bob Moak on
the death of her brother, David Manning, and to Joyce and Mike Long on the death of her aunt, Mary
Westover, to Lillian and Walter Thomas on the death of her uncle, Howard James. Our prayers are
with our military stationed abroad. . . especially Cory General, and Matthew Hartley in Iraq; and at
home...Nicole Cappa, Drew Davidson, David Hummel, Jon Garrick, at Camp Lejeune, Joe and Jen-
nifer Venghaus, at Ft. Bragg and Carrie McElveen and Craig Linderman.

Deadline to submit articles for publication in the November newsletter is October 19™.

Email Addresses for St. Augustine’s

Nancy Moak nmm@knology.net
Carolyn Gaynor chg@knology.net General staec@knology.net

THE VESTRY
Senior Warden Gary Jones: Junior Warden Charlie Bragg,
Sean Brady, Pat Burau, Mike Gaynor,  Henry Harris, Joyce Long,
Bill Macuch, Diane Sheffield, Ray Sigg, David Simmons, Lillian Thomas
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