S7

> st Augustine’s Episcopal Church
CANTERBURY TALES

Vol. 6, Issue 4
Susan Yarborough, Editor

June

6 Summer Breakfast gAM
Canterbury Club 7PM
8 Finance Comm. Mtg.
5:30PM
13 Summer Breakfast gAM
14 Vestry Mtg. 6:30PM
15 Grillers & Chillers 7PM
20 Summer Breakfast gAM
Canterbury Club 7PM
21-25 Vacation Bible
School 9gAM-Noon
27 Summer Breakfast gAM

July

4 Summer Breakfast gAM
Canterbury Club 7PM
7 July Jamboree 6-730PM
11 Summer Breakfast gAM
13 Grillers & Chillers 7PM
14 July Jamboree 6-730PM
18 Summer Breakfast gAM
Canterbury Club 7PM
20 General Primary
7AM-7PM
21 July Jamboree 6-730PM
25 Summer Breakfast gAM
28 July Jamboree 6-730PM

August

3 Finance Comm. Mtg.
5:30PM

9 Vestry Mtg. 6:30PM

13 Grillers & Chillers 7PM

15 Creative Impressions

20 General Election Runoff

May 2010

From Father Courtney...

Just got the newsletter from our church here in Athens.
We will meet our new minister the first week in May. She will
be run ragged with dozens of encounters with strangers in a
strange land (she comes from DC). | am looking forward to
meeting her for the first time. She has never been in charge of
a congregation before, nor has she had the exposure of being
in the pulpit on a weekly basis. Her so-called “promotion”
will give her a chance to run these gauntlets on a daily basis.

As I hear from some of you here at St. Augustine’s about
your hopes, wishes and anxieties about your future leadership,
| am very sympathetic. It has been good for me to be in the
pew and to share your perspective. Of course, our interim is
fabulous. Debby and I had him over for dinner (for the second
time) the other night. It was good to have him for a meal and
to share with him my perspectives of both sides of the altar
rail.

We both observed that it is rare for a candidate to contact
the interim about his or her sense of the congregation. We
agreed that this is too bad. What happens from our perspective
is that the new incumbent assumes that whatever happened in
the past will now go away and that their personality, skills,
charisma will blind everyone in amazement. Oh, yeah. Some
folks will be thrilled to their core at the arrival of the new
priest. Others won’t be so sure. After all he/she is different,
which for some is a good thing, others not so much.

My plan for our new pastor is to tell her the truth about the
good, the bad and the ugly and then allow her to sort it out. If
she wants my help, she will get it. If not, she’ll get it some-
where else.

We joined our church after I retired partly because I had a
professional relationship with the pastor which I continued to
have after we became congregants. Since returning to Geor-
gia, we have had the same kind of warm relationship with our
interim. This leads me to believe that the solution is in us. Our
attitudes of welcome, acceptance and enthusiasm for our pas-
tors have led to close, productive relationships. Hmmmm.

What is your plan for your new rector? Your personal
plan, that is.

Father Peter



PARISH BUSINESS
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Rector Search Report

We feel we are getting very close to the
end of our work and the beginning of a
wonderful new journey for our parish. We
have visited candidates in their home parish-
es. Now we are inviting candidates to visit
us. After that, if the candidates are still in-
terested in us (and us in them), they will be
presented to the Vestry. God willing, the
Search Committee’s work will soon be
complete and the Vestry’s work will begin.
Please continue to keep the Search Commit-
tee in your prayers.

Joyce Long, Chair

March Vestry Summary
Highlights of the April 12 Vestry meeting:

e Antique Show Chair Pat Burau reported
that the number of exhibitors for the Au-
gusta Antique Show has increased and
the number of ads sold has doubled for
this year’s show.

e Search Committee Chair Joyce Long re-
ported that selection of the new rector is
well on its way. Candidates should be in
Augusta in May to meet the Vestry.

o Parishioner Faye Forbes is financing the
removal of undergrowth and dead trees
from church property facing Wheeler Rd.
The soil will be prepared for re-planting.

The Vestry minutes are available on request
from Nancy Moak, Clerk of the Vestry.
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ANTIQUE SHOW

Thank You! Thank Youl!

for Another Great Show
The Third Annual Augusta Antique
Show has come and gone. Once again your
gracious hospitality and hard work have
charmed and impressed our vendors and vis-
itors. Thank you to everyone who pitched in.
Your hard work and commitment are inspir-
ing. We are still assessing the results of the
show, so look for a report in a later issue of
the newsletter.
Pat Burau, Chair
Antigue Show Committee

In Memoriam
Bishop Paul Reeves

The Right Reverend George Paul
Reeves, 7" Bishop of Georgia, died April
14, in Asheville, NC. He was 91.

Bishop Reeves was born in Roanoke,
VA. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from
Randolph-Macon College in 1940 and re-
ceived a Bachelor of Divinity from Yale Di-
vinity School in 1943. A Navy chaplain in
World War 11, he was ordained deacon and
priest in 1948. He served churches in Winter
Park, Sarasota, and Miami, FL, before being
elected bishop coadjutor to Albert Rhett
Stuart, 6™ Bishop of Georgia, in 1969. He
succeeded Bishop Stuart in 1972, serving as
Bishop of Georgia from 1972 to 1985.



Fr. Neal Phelps, our former rector, was
ordained deacon and priest by Bishop
Reeves and had these memories of him: “Bi-
shop Reeves was a very caring pastor to the
people of the Diocese of Georgia. He had a
great sense of humor. He was very con-
cerned with the mentoring of new priests
and sent several who were very helpful to
us. Though travel in this large diocese could
be exhausting and the decisions sometimes
difficult to make, he did so with a good
sense of prayer and identity in his role. He
was very conservative in his theology, but
he respected those who took another view.
He was bishop during the time of our prayer
book’s revision. He permitted continued use
of the 1928 book, but graciously used the
1979 revision. He looked forward to his vis-
its to St. Augustine’s because, as he told me,
it was such a positive, enthusiastic congre-
gation. We continue to give thanks for his
life and ministry among us.”

Bishop Reeves’ memorial was celebrat-
ed April 21 at St. John’s, Savannah.

Relief for Victims of the

Earthquake in Haiti

St. Augustine’s collected $675 for vic-
tims of the Jan. 14 earthquake in Haiti,
which is our largest diocese. The Diocese of
Georgia has raised over $50,000 to help Hai-
tians affected by the massive quake, which
left at least 200,000 dead and 3 million
homeless. The funds will help Episcopal Re-
lief and Development with their efforts in
Haiti. Rev. Tar Drazdowski, Christ Church,
Valdosta, recently led a mission to discern
areas where the Diocese of Georgia may
help Haitians rebuild. For additional infor-
mation, see: www.georgia.anglican.org
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Church Beautification
You Can Help!

If you’ve been through the lower drive-
way of the church lately, you’ll see there’s
been a big change. The tangled undergrowth
next to Wheeler Road is gone, thanks to the
generosity of Faye Forbes and the hard work
of daughter Beth Forbes and Rob Laughter.
The bare soil will be covered with pine
straw to rest for a few months before re-
planting. Meanwhile, we need to remove
half the pines in that area to make the church
more visible from the road. Please contact
the church office if you would like to make
a gift to this effort, which will help bring
new members to our church.

WORSHIP AND SPIRITUALITY
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May 13 at Convent of St. Helena
Celebrate Our Lord’s Ascension with the

Sisters of St. Helena, Thursday, May 13, at
11 AM for the Holy Eucharist, followed by
a buffet lunch. Rt. Rev. Henry Louttit, our
former bishop of the Diocese of Georgia,
will celebrate and preach. The sisters wel-
come old and new friends, and any salad and
dessert contributions. Please RSVP with the
number in your group by calling: 706-798-
5201 ext. 1. Call for directions, too.


http://www.georgia.anglican.org/

Children & Youth Learn about
Our Patron, May 16

Our patron saint doesn’t get the attention
he deserves because his feast day, May 26,
is often sandwiched between Pentecost and
Trinity Sunday. But he wouldn’t complain.
St. Augustine of Canterbury was a practical
man, a hardworking missionary and admin-
istrator. Because he loved God, he left his
comfortable Roman abbey in 596 A.D., to
lead 40 monks in a hike across the length of
France, braving the stormy English Channel,
and facing a pagan king who could have
killed him as soon as he saw him. Wet, hun-
gry, and afraid, he and his monks longed to
turn back, but our saint had a great hope — to
bring the love of Christ to the people of
southern England, where it had nearly been
forgotten. Our children and youth will learn
more about St. Augustine in a group activi-
ty, Sun., May 16, at 9:30 AM.

Chil dren’s Chri
Each Sunday, 9:30 AM
Learning about Jesus’ love through Bible
activities, games, and crafts

EYC: Teen Fellowship
Middle and high school youth, Sundays 5-
6:30 PM in the youth room. Learning the
Christian way with music, games, lock-ins.

Canterbury Club for Young Adults
First & third Sundays, 7 PM, youth room.
Walking with Christ for those in college or
just graduated. Music, games, refreshments,
and talk about life and faith.

May23d: The Chur ch’
Pentecost is rightly called the birthday of

the church because it is the day, promised by
Jesus (Acts 1:5), when the Holy Spirit came
upon the Apostles (Acts 2:1-12). The Spirit
gave Jesus’ followers the godly gifts needed
to persevere as they carried the Gospel
throughout the world. Sunday, May 23, our
altar and clergy will be vested in red, to re-
call the tongues of fire that rested on the
Apostles at the coming of the Spirit and
symbolize the flame of faith by which it has
nourished the Church for twenty centuries.
At 9:30 AM, Fr. Peter will lead an interge-
nerational activity about Pentecost, with car-
toons. At 10:30, we will offer praise and
thanksgiving for this day, followed by a
birthday party for the church, with cake, cof-
fee and lemonade in the garden.

I i an Formati on

Education for Ministry

If you have ever wondered how the Bi-
ble got to be “the Bible” or why Episcopa-
lians take the Eucharist each Sunday and
Baptists don’t, here’s your chance to find
out. Education for Ministry (EFM) provides
a forum for Episcopalians to learn about the
Bible, church history, and theology in more
depth than possible in a 1-hour Sunday
School class. EFM groups of 8 to 12 meet
weekly to discuss readings, pray, and reflect
as a community on the challenges of living

and ministering as Christians in an ever
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more complex world. An EFM class meets
here at St. Augustine’s from September
through May. To explore whether EFM is
for you, contact Deacon John Warner. See
www.sewanee.edu/EFM/EFMLessons.htm
for sample outlines and lessons.

PARISH LIFE
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Blessings to all our graduates and their
families:

Alex Duggan, son of Carol and Tony
Duggan, grandson of Wally and Don Gan-
non. Alex will graduate from Greenbrier
High School where he is a member of the
National Honor Society and Beta Club and
has lettered in swimming for four years. He
also swam with the August Swim League
for ten years. This fall he will attend the
University of Georgia and plans to major in
biology. Alex began serving as an acolyte at
age 8 and has participated in youth activi-
ties. His fondest memories of our church are
interacting with the parish family, playing
on the playground, and enjoying parish life
events such as Oktoberfest.

Chandler Duggan, son of Carol and
Tony Duggan, grandson of Wally and Don
Gannon. Chandler will graduate from
Greenbrier High School where he is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society and has
lettered in wrestling for four years. Chandler
has a black belt in martial arts and has parti-
cipated in and taught them for many years.
This fall he will attend Presbyterian College

and plants to major in psychology. Chandler
began serving as an acolyte at age 8 and has
helped with Vacation Bible School for sev-
eral years. He has participated in youth ac-
tivities and especially enjoyed the fellow-
ship at youth lock-ins.

Shannon Parker, daughter of Patty and
Don Parker. Shannon will graduate from
Lakeside High School. This fall she plans to
attend either Augusta Technical College or
Georgia Military College with the goal of
becoming a dental hygienist. Shannon has
served the parish by working at the antique
show, helping in the nursery, and teaching
Vacation Bible School. She has been active
in Sunday School and youth activities. At-
tending the youth pilgrimage to the Navajo
Lands in Arizona is one of her fondest
memories of our parish.

Austin Smallwood, son of Richard and
Mary Lewis, grandson of Maggie and Jim
Lewis. Austin will graduate magna cum
laude from the University of South Carolina
with a bachelor’s degree in finance. In the
fall, he plans to attend the University of
South Carolina Law School on an academic
scholarship. An active communicant at St.
Augustine’s for several years, Austin has
served as an acolyte. His favorite memory of
our parish is serving as an acolyte for the
wedding of Sara Lowe (a fellow USC grad-
uate).

Bryan Smallwood, son of Richard and
Mary Lewis, grandson of Maggie and Jim
Lewis. Bryan will graduate from Augusta
Preparatory Day School where he lettered in
baseball. This fall he will attend the Univer-
sity of South Carolina, Columbia and major
in Civil Engineering. He has been awarded
the McKissick Scholarship. Bryan has
served as an acolyte and has helped with the
sound system. His favorite memory of our
parish is his service as an acolyte.

Join us as we honor our graduates,
Sunday, May 16, at the 10:30 AM service.



Parishioner Toni Jones Honored

at North Florida MS Walk

Toni Jones, wife of Senior Warden Gary
Jones, was a guest of honor at the 2010
North Florida Multiple Sclerosis Society
Walk in Jacksonville April 17. Toni is pic-
tured here with Gary, son Michael, daugh-
ter-in-law Elizabeth, and grandsons Max,
age 9, and Davis, age 6. About 100 North
Florida agents of Massachusetts Mutual Fi-
nancial Group dedicated their fundraising to
Toni in recognition of the help she gives to
people who are dealing with MS. Toni has
been living with MS for 30 years.

“Neurologists here in Augusta tell their
newly diagnosed patients to call Toni so she
can reassure them and talk about changes
they need to make to take good care of
themselves,” Gary said. “She sees it as a
ministry she can do from the house.”

Max proudly helped Gary push Toni’s
wheelchair in the 5K walk. “There were
close to 2,000 people participating in the
walk,” Gary said. “It was pretty amazing.
Everywhere we looked ahead and behind
there were crowds of people, all walking for
this great cause.” Nearly 500,000 Ameri-
cans live with MS.

The North Florida MS Walk is one of
600 held each year across the country. Their

goal is to raise funds for research into find-
ing a cure for MS and providing resources to
support those living with MS. For more in-
formation, see www.nationalmssociety.org.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
St. Augustibma” s
June21-25__ 9 AM—Noon

Multi-Age Groups
This year St. Augustine’s joins with St

Alban’s to teach children about the Christian

adventure through journeys with Jesus. At

Camp E.D.G.E, kids will visit a different

Bible destination each day. They will follow

Joshua into the Promised Land, and walk

with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem as they

learn statements about faith and make an

active response. Kids will learn God is with
them in all times and places through stories,
songs, videos, crafts, and games. Mark your

calendars, tell your neighbors, and plan for a

week of fun, fellowship, music, and practic-

al life applications of living out God’s word!

We need helpers to decorate, teach, prepare

snacks, and lead recreation! Please sign up

in St. David’s Hall or tell Nancy Moak.

Breakfast in June and July

The coffee will be brewing and the ba-
con sizzling, each Sunday, 9-10 AM in June
and July. Our specially hired breakfast cook
will dish up scrambled eggs, bacon, biscuits,
toast, and grits, juice, and coffee. There’ll be
cereal and fresh fruit for kids, too. Cost: $5
for adults and kids aged 10 or older; $2.50
for kids under 10.

St .


http://www.nationalmssociety.org/
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WEDNESDAYS IN JULY
Movies and Bingo, burgers, franks, or pizza,
fun for families and everyone, 6 to 8 PM,
July 7, 14, 21, and 28. Participants and vo-
lunteers sign up on the bulletin board in St.
David’s Hall.

Anglican Worship

Preparing Our Hearts

Has there ever been a more harried man
than the prophet Elijah? In 1 Kings 19, flee-
ing the wrath of Queen Jezebel after de-
stroying the priests of Baal and bringing rain
to parched Israel, he takes refuge in a cave.
Exhausted and afraid, believing his life is
over, he hears a voice tell him to go out and
wait for the Lord to pass by. Through a shat-
tering wind, an earthquake, a great fire, Eli-
jah waits, but the Lord is not in any of them.
Then he hears the sound of sheer silence. As
the silence enfolds him, he knows he is
about to hear the voice of his God and learn
the direction his life will take.

We may not be coping with wind, earth-
quake and fire, but we do suffer from lack of
peace. Silence makes us nervous; we want to
fill it with sound. Clutching our Smart
Phones and Blackberries, we are never away
from the clamor of the media, the demands
of family, friends, job. Yet, there is one
place left in the world where we can be
quiet, and that is church.

“The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of
Jacob is our refuge,” says Psalm 46. Our
church is designed remind us of that refuge
and from the moment we enter, to help us

fix our minds on God. The high, dark ceiling
encourages us to lower our voices; the
stained glass windows transform the light to
tell us we have withdrawn from the loud
outer world into sacred space. The glow of
the sanctuary candle says we are in the pres-
ence of the sacrament, the bread of Heaven,
which we will soon receive in the Eucharist.
And when we lift our heads, our eyes meet
the Cross and the face of our Redeemer.

People come in quietly; some kneel for
private prayer, some bow their heads to re-
call their concerns and joys, some simply sit
in silence, but all are preparing themselves
to hear the voice of God.

The beauty of the Episcopal liturgy is
that it builds in time to be still, time for us to
feel God drawing near. Our liturgy does not
begin and end with the opening and closing
hymns, but with the lighting and extinguish-
ing of the altar candles. The candles symbol-
ize Christ as Light of the World, and their
lighting creates a space in time for us to
calm our minds and prepare our hearts for
worship.

When the service starts with the opening
procession, we break the silence with a song
of praise, then return to quiet for prayer. Our
liturgy shows the rhythm of our life with
God — moving from quiet, prayerful waiting
to joyous praise to prayer, again and again.
Similarly, when we reply to the deacon’s
dismissal with “Thanks be to God,” we are
not meant to rush from our seats, but to wait
as the acolyte extinguishes the candles, us-
ing those brief moments to give thanks, to
feel the strength of God’s blessing received
in the Eucharist, to ready ourselves to enter
the world again.

“Be still and know that I am God,”
Psalm 46 continues. When you come into
church, take time to be still and listen for the
voice of the Lord. Prepare your heart to re-
ceive his gifts of grace and comfort. Rest
your mind and voice, the better to sing His
praise.
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The Bulletin Board

Thanks to ...Nancy Trefz for creating the Palm Sunday arrangement...Liz Corley, Estelle
Dicks, Marion Hatcher, Marilyn Reif, and Rosemary Selby for their help with the April new-
sletter... Tom and Brenda McCarthy for shopping for the kitchen supplies... Congratula-
tions to Katharine Murphey Middlebrook and James Croft Price Il on their wedding April
5"... Our Christian sympathy is extended to...Lema Thomas and Nancy and Bob Moak on
the death of Lema’s sister, Dorothy Ruffin...Debbi Warren on the death of her mother, Norma
Stevens...Susan Yarborough on the death of her niece, Lynn Black...Our prayers are with
our military stationed abroad. . . especially Craig Linderman, Cory General on the USS
Mesa Verde; and at home...Joe and Jennifer Venghaus, at Ft. Bragg; Matthew Hartley, Jon
Garrick at Ft. Gordon, James Price on the USS Elroad.

Deadline to submit information for publication in the June/July newsletter is May 21, 2010.
Email Addresses for St. Augustine®

Nancy Moak nmm@Xknology.net
Carolyn Gaynor chg@knology.net General staec@knology.net

THE VESTRY
Senior Warden Gary Jones: Junior Warden Charlie Bragg,
Sean Brady, Robert Fields, Mike Gaynor, Joyce Long, Bill Macuch,
John Neal, Caitlin Parker, Ray Sigg, Lillian Thomas, Robert Wideman
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