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May

1 Antique Show
2 Antique Show (no Christian
Education)
4 Finance Comm. Mtg. 5:30PM
6 St. Clare’s Guild Noon mtg. at
Honey in the Rock
10 Vestry Mtg. 6:30PM
16 Intergenerational Christian
Education celebrating
St. Augustine of Canterbury
Feast Day
Canterbury Club 7PM
18 Grillers & Chillers

June

6 Summer Breakfast gAM
Canterbury Club 7PM

8 Finance Comm. Mtg. 5:30PM

13 Summer Breakfast gAM

14 Vestry Mtg. 6:30PM

20 Summer Breakfast gAM

Canterbury Club 7PM
21-25 Vacation Bible School
9AM-Noon
27 Summer Breakfast gAM

July

4 Summer Breakfast gAM
Canterbury Club 7PM

7 July Jamboree 6-730PM

11 Summer Breakfast gAM
Canterbury Club 7PM

13 Grillers & Chillers 7PM

14 July Jamboree 6-730PM

18 Summer Breakfast gAM
Canterbury Club 7PM

21 July Jamboree 6-730PM

25 Summer Breakfast gAM
Canterbury Club 7PM

28 July Jamboree 6-730PM

April 2010

From Father Courtney...

When [ named my website “The Organ Grinder’s Mon-
key” (www.petercourtney.net) | was preparing a memoir of 42
years in ordained ministry. | wanted to mirror what people
imagine when they look at the species presbyteros episcope
siensig(Episcopal clergyperson). A Unitarian clergy friend of
mine reminds me that the purpose of ordained people is to
“afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted.”

Like most clever sayings this aphorism contains both truth
and horror. The truth is that clergy leaders live in a constant
state of conflicting expectations. Congregations expect the
outcomes to be pleasing. The horror is that we know that
emerging with something like integrity is unlikely.

The solution is to develop ourselves along with a mission
that matches who we really are. Interim ministry has suited
me very well since by and large I don’t wear well on the sys-
tems | find falling short of the mark.

Jesus was an interim. He moved from place to place and
was often not invited back. When he did set his face towards
Jerusalem, it did not go well.

On Maundy Thursday we wash feet. | invite you to expe-
rience this ministry after | demonstrate it at the liturgy. Perso-
nally I don’t like washing feet, but I do it anyway. I know that
we are all called to ministry of service. | cannot issue the call
if 1 am unwilling to offer it myself. Foot washing is a sign of
service; service not servitude. There is a difference.

| am probably now on the downhill side of my service
among you. The vestry will soon have some choices to make
and a call to issue. Since you have given me every opportunity
to name my own tune and live my own life, | will always trea-
sure St. Augustine’s in a special way. I hope you treat your
new priest to the same privilege. In the meantime we live on
in the promises of God.

Father Peter


http://www.petercourtney.net/

PARISH BUSINESS

PASTORAL

SEARCH COMMITTEE

Rector Search Report
Our parish and the Search Committee
need your prayers as our traveling teams
continue to visit candidates in their parishes.
Hopefully, our search is almost over and the
Vestry can do its work of choosing a rec-
tor...since God most certainly already has.

Joyce LongChar

March Vestry Summary
Highlights of the March 8 vestry meeting:

¢ Received the February financial report
and filed it for audit

e Approved funding for the publication of
the windows book, O Gracious Light

e Scheduled a clean up day for March 27

e Approved a request from outreach

e Received reports on the success of the
50™ Anniversary Luncheon and progress
toward the hosting of the Augusta Anti-
que Show

The vestry minutes are available on request
from Nancy Moak, Clerk of the Vestry.

HAVE YOU MOVED?
Are you changing your home or e-mail ad-
dress? Let us know. Call or email the church
office. Thanks.

THE AUGUSTA

Thursday, April 29 - Sunday, May 2
Preview Evening, April 29, 6-9PM
Preview: $50 person, $80 per couple
Show Hours: Friday & Saturday 10-6
Sunday 12-4
Admission, $5
Re-admission free with validated program

www.augustaantiqueshow.com

Antique Show News

Thanks to our strong ad team, ad sales
are going beautifully with many new and old
advertisers. Ad sales close April 1, so ask a
favorite local business if they’d like to buy
an ad. Don’t forget, the web ads last a year,
and selling an ad puts your name in the
drawing for a beautiful prize.

Our excellent marketing team is getting
us great coverage in the local media.

Preview ticket sales need to pick up: $80
per couple — unbeatable for a lovely evening
with good food, good company and a close-
up of our vendors’ exquisite wares.

Preview co-chairs Lorraine O’Quinn and
Brenda McCarthy still need donations of
food and flowers. Chief Bartenders Tom
McCarthy and John Nixon seek liquor dona-
tions for the bar. Contributing food, flowers,
liquor, or labor will entitle you to a ticket to
the preview.

The sign-up sheets in St. David’s Hall
look a little bare. Please stay for coffee on
Sunday and pick an area. And please come
to the Show! With your help, we’ll have the
best year yet.

Pat Burau, Chair



WORSHIP AND SPIRITUALITY

Holy Week, the week proceeding Easter,
is devoted to prayerful remembrance of the
events of Christ’s Passion. It begins with
Palm Sunday and continues through the Sat-
urday before Easter. St. Augustine’s will
have services each day of Holy Week except
Saturday, April 3.

The most important days of Holy Week
are Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and
Good Friday. Palm Sunday celebrates Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem to the waving
of palms and the cries of Hosanna by the
people. The congregation will gather in the
parish hall before the service for the blessing
and distribution of the palms and then walk
in procession to the church.

Maundy Thursday recalls the Last Sup-
per, the Passover meal at which Jesus
washed his disciples’ feet and spoke the
words over the bread and wine that insti-
tuted the Eucharist. Later that night he was
betrayed by Judas in the Garden of Gethse-
mane. Maundy is from Latin, mandatum o-
vum meaning ‘“new commandment,” from
Jesus’ words to his disciples, “I give you a
new commandment, that you love one
another” (John 13:34).

Maundy Thursday at St. Augustine’s
will be celebrated at 7 PM with a service of
footwashing and the Eucharist. The Euchar-
ist will end with the solemn stripping of the
altar to ready the church for Good Friday.

Good Friday commemorates the Cruci-
fixion. The altar is completely bare, and the
clergy wear black to symbolize mourning
for Jesus’ suffering and death on the Cross.
St. Augustine’s will have two Good Friday

services, at noon and 7 PM. Both will be
followed by the Stations of the Cross.

Watch and Pray
On the night of his arrest, as Jesus prayed in
Gethsemane, he asked his sleeping disciples:
“Could you not watch one hour?”” You can
watch one hour with Jesus between Maundy
Thursday night and the last service on Good
Friday, at home or before the reserved sa-
crament in St. Brigid’s Chapel. The chapel
will be open 8 PM to midnight, Thursday,
April 1, and Friday, April 2, 7 AM to noon
and 1 PM to 7 PM. There is a sign-up sheet
in St. David’s Hall.

Good Friday

Stations of the Cross
The 14 black crosses on the interior

walls of our church mark the Stations of the
Cross. To walk the Stations of the Cross is
to stand reverently before each cross and
recall in prayer and meditation the steps in
Jesus’ path from his condemnation by Pilate
to his Crucifixion and entombment. You can
walk the Stations of the Cross with other
members of our parish on Good Friday fol-
lowing the noon and 7 PM services.



e

HOILY
WEEK

March 281 April 4

Palm Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms and the Passion
Gospel, 10:30 AM
Procession of the Palms, begins in the
Parish Hall at 10:30

Monday Morning Prayer, Noon
Tuesday Morning Prayer, Noon

Wednesday
The Holy Eucharist and Healing, 10 AM
in the church

Maundy Thursday
Ceremony of Footwashing, Eucharist
and Stripping of the Altar, 7 PM

Watch and Pray Vigil
8 PM Thursday to 7 PM Friday
St. Brigid’s Chapel

Good Friday
Liturgy of Good Friday (said), Noon
Stations of the Cross follows
Liturgy of Good Friday (sung), 7 PM
Stations of the Cross follows

Easter
Great Vigil of Easter Day, 7 AM

Easter Day Choral Eucharist, 10:30 AM

Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Brunch
following 10:30 AM service

For children ages 2-6, Easter Sunday in
the garden following the 10:30 AM service.
Please bring wrapped candy eggs and filled
plastic eggs to church on Palm Sunday,
March 28.

C?

Champagne Reception

and Easter Brunch

At St. Augustine’s we celebrate our Ris-
en Lord with joyful worship and fellowship.
Please join us in the garden after the 10:30
AM service for a Champagne Reception
while the Easter Egg Hunt is in progress.
Easter Brunch will be held in the parish hall
following the egg hunt. The parish will
supply champagne and ham. Please bring
side dishes and desserts.

At the Convent of St. Helena
Join the sisters, Thursday, May 13, at 11:00
AM for Holy Eucharist, followed by a buffet
lunch. Celebrating and preaching is our for-
mer bishop of the Diocese of Georgia, the
Rt. Rev. Henry Loulttit. The sisters welcome
you, new friends, and any salad and dessert
contributions. RSVP with the number in
your group: 706-798-5201 ext. 1.



Chil drenods
Each Sunday, 9:30 AM

Chr i

EYC: Teen Fellowship
Middle and high school youth, Sunday
evenings, 5-6:30 PM in the youth room.

Canterbury Club for Young Adults
First & third Sundays, 7 PM, youth room.
Games, music, and talks about life and faith.

PARISH LIFE

You Mean, A Good Disciple
Serves on Committees?

OK, you hate committees, and you aren’t
fooled by pleas to join the “team.” Think
about this then: When Jesus began his min-
istry, the first thing he did was form a com-
mittee. They were called his 12 disciples.
The disciples did more than provide Jesus
with an audience for his teachings. They
brought him people to heal, showed concern
for how the crowds would be fed, and took
up collections for the poor.

Here at St. Augustine’s we have several
committees on which you can explore your
call to discipleship. Serving on them could
lead you to joys and gifts of the Spirit you
never thought possible.

Welcoming & Incorporating Commit-
tee: The front line of spreading the good
news of Jesus’ love is at the front door of
our church each Sunday morning. Some-
times all you have to do to assure someone
that the light of Christ shines on them is
greet them with a smile, ask them to sign the
guest book, and invite them to coffee hour.
If you like meeting new people and helping
them feel at home, this is the committee for
you.

11 Bomrfut i« Abied 1 oing Chr-

ist’s flock by refreshing His ministers. It
promotes fellowship throughout the year
with events like Mardi Gras, Easter Brunch,
July Jamboree, and Oktoberfest. If you love
planning a party and bask in the sound of
people having a good time with food and
music, this committee is for you.

Hospitality Committee: There’s no way
to sugar coat this. The Hospitality Commit-
tee comes early and stays late. They truly
are servants of all when they do set up and
clean up for receptions. The hidden joy is
that putting on an apron and doing the dishes
often leads to moments of true fellowship as
you work along side others and learn about
their lives. Plus you can usually snag some
tasty leftovers.

Youth Committee: Our youth are in
stage of starting to put away childish things,
and benefit from being with adults who can
model for them the Christian life. Youth
Committee members chaperone youth
events, help with youth dinners, provide
snacks for meetings, and also drive youth to
camp or other events as needed. Here’s an
opportunity to be a blessing to young people
in a lasting way.

Bereavement Committee: On the day
of a funeral, the Bereavement Committee
provides the quiet assistance that can do so
much to help a family feel consoled in its
loss. Bereavement committee members may
come early to open the church and make
sure that the heat or air is adequate, assist
the clergy and funeral home director, distri-
bute programs, set up the room where the
family will gather (supplying water and tis-
sues), and perform other tasks as necessary.

If you are interested in serving on any of
these committees, please call or e-mail the
church office, or sign up on the bulletin
board in St. David’s Hall.



Join Us Bt VBS'

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
St. Augustibrads
June 217 25, 2010
Ages 41 Grade 5
9 AMT Noon

Volunteers needed to help decorate, public-
ize, prepare snacks, lead recreation, and
TEACH. If available, please sign up in St.
David’s Hall or tell Nancy Moak. Mark your
calendars, tell your neighbors, and plan to
enjoy a week of fun, fellowship, music, and
practical life applications of living out God’s
word!

Servi(:e Project

Lenten Meals for the Needy

Like Thanksgiving and Christmas, Eas-
ter is a time when people like to gather with
family and friends to enjoy a special meal
and loving fellowship. On Holy Saturday,
April 3, we will take a tasty dinner to people
likely to spend Easter alone. These are the
hidden poor, often known as shut-ins.

We need volunteers to help assemble
and deliver meals for about 30 shut-ins. De-
livery drivers will be teamed with partners.
Drivers, it helps to have an old-fashioned
printed map of Richmond County because
GPS won’t always provide good directions
for some neighborhoods. To volunteer, call
the church office or sign up in St. David’s
Hall. For details, contact Deacon John
Warner.

&

Summer Camp at Honey Creek
Want to get your kids away from digital

distractions for a few days so they can expe-
rience nature and learn more about Jesus?
&piscopalpSummer Camps at Honey Creek
Conference Center, Waverly, GA, provide
nature walks, fishing, kayaking, rope walks,
art, drama, music, video/photo scrapbook-
ing. Cost: $395 per child/session. $75 depo-
sit applies to total fee. Our parish offers as-
sistance with scholarships, and with
transportation if several kids go to the same
camp session. Contact Nancy Moak. Info at
www.honeycreek.org

High School Camp June 20-26
(grades 9-12)
St. Peter Camp
(grades 6-8)
St. Gregory Camp July 11-17
(grades 3-6, music focus, esp. singing)
St. Mary & Joseph Camp  July 11-17
(grades 3-6)
St. Francis Camp
(grades 7-9, nature focus)

June 27-July 3

July 18-25

Anglican Worship

Stripping the Altar

In the final moments of the Maundy
Thursday service, after the acolyte extin-
guishes the altar candles, the altar guild will
strip the altar, removing the candlesticks,
gospel book, chalice, ciborium, paten, and
altar coverings — all the furnishings used in
celebrating the Eucharist. The sanctuary
candle will be snuffed out, and the reserved
sacrament will be removed from its place
behind the altar and taken to St. Brigid’s



Chapel. The congregation will leave the
darkened church in silence.

When we return to church on Good Fri-
day, the priest and deacon, dressed in black,
will meet us in silence and conduct the ser-
vice before an altar bare of candles and co-
verings. Through Scripture readings and
prayers, we will recall Christ’s suffering and
death, adore his Cross, and mourn the sins,
ours and the world’s, that made it necessary.
We will take Holy Communion from the
reserved sacrament, wafers that have been
consecrated and set aside especially for this
purpose. We will not celebrate the Eucharist
because the Eucharist is our offering of
praise and thanksgiving for Christ’s death,
resurrection, and ascension to heaven.

The practice of stripping the altar goes
back nearly 1500 years. In the time of Pope
Gregory the Great (540-604 CE), the altar
was stripped on Maundy Thursday evening
and remained bare through Good Friday and
Holy Saturday — the time of Christ’s suffer-
ing, death, and lying in the tomb. The prac-
tice symbolizes the abandonment of Jesus by
his disciples and the stripping of his clothing
by the soldiers as they prepared to crucify
him. This is why the stripping of the altar is
often done to the reading aloud of Psalm 22,
which begins “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me.”

The bare altar can also be thought of as
representing the tomb in which Christ’s
body lay and the mourning of all believers
for His death and suffering.

However, in the words of Psalm 30,
“weeping may spend the night, but joy
comes in the morning.” At the first service
on Easter morning, worshippers enter the
darkened church, and as candles are lit, they
find the altar restored to its beauty, ready
again to celebrate the Eucharist. On Easter
morning, we joyfully make again our sacri-
fice of thanksgiving and praise for our Risen
Lord and the great benefits of His salvation.

The Paschal Candle

At the Great Vigil of Easter, a tall white
candle is lit from the new fire. A deacon
then carries the candle into the church, paus-
ing three times to say “The Light of Christ,”
to which the people reply, “Thanks be to
God.” That candle is the Paschal candle,
symbol of Christ’s presence in the midst of
his people as light of the world.

After all the candles of the church are lit
from it, the deacon places the Paschal can-
dle in its stand, and says or sings the Exsu-
tet, the verses that proclaim the victory of
Christ over the darkness of sin and death.

The Paschal Candle burns at every ser-
vice of the great fifty days of Eastertide. On
Pentecost Sunday, it is extinguished imme-
diately following the reading of the Gospel.
It then remains next to the baptismal font,
which at St. Augustine’s is placed before the
lectern.

The word Paschalcomes from pesach,
the Hebrew word for Passover. The Paschal
candle has been a part of the Western Easter
ritual for at least 1700 years. From earliest
times, it was made of beeswax, and versions
of the Exsultetdating back to the fourth cen-
tury include verses praising the wax and the
bees that made it.

The Paschal candle is lit for baptisms,
confirmations, and ordinations. At those
times, it represents the Spirit and the fire
promised by John the Baptist to those bap-
tized in Christ. At funerals, we place the
lighted Paschal candle near the casket or
remains to signal the hope of the Resurrec-
tion into which we are baptized as Chris-
tians. At weddings, it represents the pres-
ence of Christ at the making and blessing of
the vows of marriage. It serves as the Christ
candle in the Advent wreath.

The Paschal candle is also said to
represent the pillar of cloud and flame which
led the Israelites across the wilderness when
God called them out of Egypt.
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The Bulletin Board

Congratulations to John Warner on his appointment as the coordinator of the Deacon Forma-
tion Council...Joe and Emily Scheff on the birth of their son, Dylan Jamesé Thanks to Estelle
Dicks, Marion Hatcher, and Marilyn Reif for their help with the March newsletteré Our
Christian sympathy is extended to...Charlotte Lane on the death her husband, Peteé Helen
Davidson on the death of her fiancée Bob Hartleyé Our prayers are with our military sta-
tioned abroad. . . especially Craig Linderman, Cory General on the USS Mesa Verde; and
at home...Joe and Jennifer Venghaus, at Ft. Bragg, NC; Matthew Hartley at Schofield Bar-
rracks, HI; Jon Garrick at Ft. Gordon, GA.

Deadline to submit information for publication in the May newsletter is April 19, 2010..

Email Addresses for St. Augustine’s

Nancy Moak nmm@Xknology.net
Carolyn Gaynor chg@knology.net General staec@knology.net

THE VESTRY
Senior Warden Gary Jones: Junior Warden Charlie Bragg,
Sean Brady, Robert Fields, Mike Gaynor, Joyce Long, Bill Macuch,
John Neal, Caitlin Parker, Ray Sigg, Lillian Thomas, Robert Wideman
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